Celebrating and Preserving San Mateo Park

San Mateo Park Neighborhood Association Summer Newsletter

Welcome to our summer newsletter. Our major
focus for this issue is the significant erosion of the

protective, R1A zoning your neighborhood associa-

tion was originally founded to achieve. State legis-
lation now allows:

¢ lot splits

+ multi-family housing

¢ ADUs.

San Mateo City Council not only took no action to
limit the impact of the law, but actually made the

protection for our neighborhood even looser than
state law required.

Due to the potential impact of those changes in our
neighborhood, we thought we would highlight some

of the historic features of The Park. We have put
together some interesting history of The Park.

In the face of these zoning challenges we continue
our primary mission to protect San Mateo Park’s
distinctly beautiful neighborhood.

Your generous donations will continue to fund our
substantial watering program for young street and
island trees. Another tough drought year is ex-
pected. Your watering of street trees in front of
your homes as you water your garden is a great
help.

We would like to offer a special thank you to new
owners on W. Poplar Ave. Betsy and Jim Yawn, for
their 2022 gift of $10,000 to the Tree Fund. Our
Tree Fund has funded substantial acceleration of
our island improvement program

For the good of the Park,
Your SMPNA Board of Directors
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OUR HISTORIC HOMES

Few architects sustain the popular affection Bernard Maybeck
enjoys almost 70 years after his death. Arthur Brown, Jr., may
have been more tasteful, Frank Lloyd Wright more revolution-
ary, but Maybeck's eccentric work and personality continue to
inspire love. Locally, having "a Maybeck" is equivalent to living

in a Monet. Trained at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris.

L

Julia Morgan broke all the rules to become a major California
architect. Daughter of a prosperous Oakland mining engi-
neer, Morgan was the first woman to graduate with a degree
in engineering from the University of California at Berkeley,
in 1894. With the encouragement of her teacher, Bernard
Maybeck, she became the first woman to enter the revered
Ecole des Beaux-Arts in 1897, receiving her diploma in 1901.



The Park’s origin story:
What do we know and not know?
McLaren -- The Park’s original

arborist

In the beginning: John McLaren, Scotsman, was en-
ticed to America by George Howard and charged with
landscaping his 6,500 acre estate in San Mateo. From
1873 - 1887, when he was hired away to develop Golden
Gate Park, McLaren planted thousands of trees there
and on the nearby Ralston, Easton and Mills estates.

He also planted Eucalyptus flanking the County Road --
El Camino Real -- to provide shade and a wind-
break. Seemed like a good idea at the time...

Amidst these large estates, the area that was to become
The Park was part of the Clark estate. We have found no
evidence that McLaren conducted work here, as he did
for others of Howard’s neighbors, before he decamped
to Golden Gate Park. But regardless, he was sufficiently
knowledgeable and engaged with the area that McLaren
was both an obvious choice for The Park’s developers
and quite willing to consult on the layout and planting
of the new residential area. Clark’s legacy is marked by
the central street that offers the main entrance to The
Park -- its widest and the only Drive among our Avenues
and Roads.

Genesis of The Park: With Clark’s death in 1898,
planning began for a subdivision of the Clark estate, cre-
ating large lots to be marketed as San Mateo Park. In
preparation, 25,000 trees and shrubs were plant-

ed. From a piece promoting the May 10th 1902 auction
of these lots:

“The plan does credit... to the inspiring suggestions of
John McLaren, the capable Superintendent of Golden
Gate Park, who attained his well-deserved reputation for
landscape gardening... in the superb country home of
the Howards... and whose interest in the adornment of
that locality still exists to such an extent that the owners
of San Mateo Park are deeply indebted to him for most
valuable suggestions for its design and the selection of
the trees bordering the Avenues and planted in the ovals
and circles in the roadways, and the groups set out on all
of the lots.”

What's especially notable and, we’re told, unusual, is
that trees were planned and planted on the lots before
any homes were built. If you have a heritage tree on
your property, particularly an oak or tall species that
McLaren favored, he may well have directed its plant-
ing.

Urban myth? It’s been said McLaren planted each is-
land uniquely with species representing either conti-
nents or countries around the world. While McLaren’s
palette certainly included non-native species, we don’t
(vet?) have solid backup for this story.

Spring Cleaning
A boring task, but don’t things look better afterwards?

With your contributions, we’re funding some maintenance
tasks on our islands that the City does not provide. You
may not notice the specifics, but -- as with spring cleaning
-- you likely feel a general sense of well-being and order
when it’s done. (Cue chirping birds and Bambis?)

35 young trees on 22 islands have been pruned for good
structure.

This is important for the health and attractive form of any
tree (including those in our gardens) and generally should
be done a few years after planting. The City plants our
island trees, but does not have budget to follow up with
this structural pruning.

Here’s where our members step up and fill the gap. With
your support, we aim to make this an ongoing commit-
ment for all new trees planted on our islands.

Periodically we pay to have deadwood pruned from island
trees (this too is a maintenance service the City does not
provide.) Continuing the cycle we began two years ago, the
City has our target list for 12 more islands. By the time
this newsletter reaches you, we expect the City will have
organized a bid process and selected a contractor. Then
work will soon be underway.

If you ‘d like to see which islands have had this work fund-
ed by SMPNA, please go to our website
www.sanmateopark.org home page for an annotated map.

With maintenance every two months, the spring weed ex-
plosion we manage in our gardens got a little out of hand
on our islands. Crews will catch up with the weeds, but
they are working without pesticides -- making the task
more labor intensive. Fyi, we do bring the City’s attention
to things that appear to be overlooked. This includes the
perennial problem of getting adequate, replenished chip
mulch to suppress weeds and retain moisture for our is-
land trees. That’s an ongoing ‘dialogue’... Stay tuned
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Treasury Update

The Board would like to take this opportunity to thank Dave Pearson for his THE EARLIEST HOMES IN
many years as Treasurer and building a solid financial program for SMPNA. THE PARK
Wonderful work Dave!

2021 year in review

It was a great year for SMPNA. Thank you for your generosity! A few high-
lights:

¢247 households donated this year.

¢SMPNA administrative costs were 21%, at the very low end of the range
between 20-35% for non-profits.

eWith your donated funds, the Association continued to nurture our beau- § ‘
tiful islands and trees, engaged our community in new ways that benefitted §
us all, and updated The Park on City Council meetings news and discus-
sions.

ePlease visit the website for the complete 2021 financial reports at:
https://www.sanmateopark.org/post/2021-financials-are-in

What's new since January?

- The fiscal year is officially changed to calendar year Jan 1 - Dec 31. This re-
flects the intuitive nature of our work and aligns with our typical donor’s tax
year.

- We are now mailing receipts as donations are received. Please let us know if
you do not receive your donation receipt in a timely fashion or if we have made
any errors.

- PayPal qualified SMPNA as a charity and reduced their fees for donations
made through their platform. That means SMPNA now receives more of your
PayPal donations!

Let’s increase participation!

In 2021, 247 households out of 785 in the San Mateo Park became contributing
members. If we average donations across the neighborhood, it amounts to House #2
$86 per household. Wow! Can we all find a way to contribute $86 a year?

Let’s increase the engagement of our neighborhood. We hear from about a
third of our membership through their donations, but that leaves 2/3 we never
hear from. While donations do indeed fund our operations, your comments
via email or on our donation form are important even if you can’t donate this
time. Let us know what you think.

When submitting your contribution, please include your email and contact in-
formation so we can provide timely updates when important civic issues arise
and as special projects in The Park develop. When we work together with
more families participating and involved than before, imagine what we could
do to help build a better San Mateo Park and a stronger City of San Mateo!

If you have any questions on the financial reports or if we can answer any
questions about how donations are processed, please reach out to our treasur-
er, Alicia Woodfall-Jones awoodfalljones@sanmateopark.org at any time.

House # 3



NEIGHBORS MEETING NEIGHBORS

The SMPNA held a small coffee meetup and playdate in April 2022. We
had Backhaus goodies and coffee, neighbors visited, and kids played at
the Park School on the sunny Sunday morning. The event is the first of
what the SMPNA hopes to more social programming over the next few
years.

I

If you missed this event, we missed you too and keep an eye on the
SMPNA website at https://www.sanmateopark.org/ and on NextDoor
for announcements of future events! Please reach out to Kathryn Col-
lins at keollins@sanmateopark.org if you would like to help in planning
future events.

House #4

SAN MATEO PARK HISTORY

Do you wonder what is the oldest
house built in the Park?

Do you know the famous architects
that designed and built homes in the
Park?

How did the San Mateo Park get de-
veloped? What is its history?

San Mateo Park Neighborhood Association
has the answers to these questions. We
have had Directors in the past with the
same curiosity and we have built a good
amount of history.

This land was originally a part of the Howard estate. Today, the Howard family’s most enduring legacy is the lush
landscaping for which the area is known. The stately Eucalyptus, Redwood, Monterey Pine and other mature trees one
sees throughout Hillsborough and Burlingame were all planted under the direction of the Howard family and their
Scottish gardener John McLaren. Another important Howard legacy is the founding of St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church, an important community asset—then and now.

Note: For nearly 15 years, from 1873 until 1887, the Howards employed John McLaren (later the park superintendent
of Golden Gate Park) as their personal estate gardener. McLaren and his staff planted thousands of trees on the How-
ards’ huge property, as well as on the Ralston, Easton, and Mills estates. In one year, he lined nine roads with over
25,000 trees, most of them gums. Enlisting the help of Chinese and Irish work crews, McLaren covered the Howards’
Coyote Point with 70,000 trees (1,000 per acre).

Credit: https://burlingamefoundingfamilies.wordpress.com

QUOIRS L Did you know...
006T P# 9sno 66QT S# 9snoO San Mateo—the name itself is of Spanish origin and em-
il ¢ L blematic of the nation that laid the foundation of this state.
006T g# 9SNOH L6QT T# 9SNOH Translated, it means, “St. Matthew”.



McLaren Park

Patrons
Melinda & John Adams
Thomas Ames
Vincent & Jean Anicetti
David & Mary Balestrieri
Stephen & Patricia Barulich
Justin & Julie Bautista
Ian & Anne Benham
Colleen Berube
Andre & Amy Bessette
Bruce Blumberg & Carol
Murphy
Don & Linda Bogue
Megan & Mike Bohnert
David & Kimberly Bottoms
Eric & Elise Brand
Marilee Brooks & Greg Beall
Laura Bryant
Thomas & JeanMarie Buckley
Steve & Patricia Carlson
Nancy & Frank Carraro
Paul & Janet Chapman
Christopher & Michelle Chaudoir
Ronald & Marilyn Chiappari
Nathaniel & Margarita Chichioco
Jennifer & Young Chung
Michael & Carol Cohen
David & Alexis Colker
Andrew & Kathyrn Collins
Eileen Conway
Adrienne & Michael Coulson
Ruthmary & John Cradler
Lois Crotty
Carla & Bruce Dannels
Holly Davidson
Kurt & Julia De Grosz
Kristin & Kirk Declark
Tim and Lynn Ditzler
Alexander & Heather Doll
Greg Dorn & Ken Wanzer

Andrea and Steve Dover
Pierre & Kathleen Dupont
Lisa Elliott

Donald Etzbach & Catherine
Grundmann

Jeffie Feakins

Robert & Susan Fernandez

Glen & Gayle French

Shelley Frisbie

Meg and Marc Galletti

Michael & Jenny Gehrke

John & Linda Gemello

Robert and Barbara Gilmartin

Sally Puccini & Rick Gostyla

Rue Richey & David Long

Mark & Martha Greenough

Jeff & Caron Heimbuck

Steven & Isabel Herrera

Oakley Hewitt & Alice Morison

Isaacs-Mailliard family

Don & Helen Jaffe

Michael & Jacqueline James
Mark Jaremko & Joanne Quan

Alicia Woodfall-Jones &
Stephen Jones

Allison Keenan

Richard & Judith Kell

Todd Kim & Tracy Chiao
Bruce Kirschner & Beth Kleiner
Flo & Don Kristofferson
Marion Kullberg

Clifford & Penny Kupperberg

Joe & Donna Lanam

Meg Masuno & Stuart Mclaughlin

Joe Matt & Hillary Chen

Patty & Steve Mayer

Michael McCook & Vicki
McWilliams

Peter & Virginia MclIsaac

Brian & Eileen McKague

Carole Millhauser

George & Ann Mitchell

Steven & Linda Monosson

Dave Pearson & Julie Montanari
John Moore

Elizabeth Moore & Oger Owner
Steve & Cathy Nessier

Tom & Liz O'Connor

Jim and Linda O'keefe

Tim & Andrea O'Riordan
Sumant Pal & Alpna Seth

Kim & Gary Palmer

Saswati Paul & Nathan Krishnan

John Pinion & Penny Thomas-
Pinion

The Pizzi Family

Lane & Scott Poms

Zoe and Dan Scheinman

Christian Schin & Tamara Tompkins
Tor Schoenmeyr

John Schulz & Barbara Eisenhauer
Connie Sevier

Samuel & Sara Shank

Douglass & Lee Shult

Cathy & Jack Stanghellini

Sean & Cathy Stannard-Stockton Mi-
chael & Regina Steele

Gary & Nancy Steele
Al & Irene Stock

Mel Thompson & Nell Lee Stinson-
Thompson

Martin & Susan Partlan

Brad & Lynn Tuthill

Stephanie & D'Arcy Roche

Liz & Greg Vaughan

David & Isabel Villongco

Neil Waldo

Lili & Bob Walker

Gerard Walters

Jonathan & Carol Anne Werner
Bob Whitehill

Laura Winfrey & Doug Grigsby
Joseph & Megan Winters

Bill & Elaine Yang

James & Betsy Yawn

Eleanor Yuen

The Macy Family

Todd & Linda Zucker

McLaren Members

Horst & Mary Adam
Modell Marlow Andersen
Don & Louise Arata
James & Nancy Baleix
Robert and Barbara Gilmartin
Sohail Bengali

Betty Bernstein

Roland & Judy Bianchi
Robert & Patricia Boesch
Carlene & Allan Brasel
Marianne & Alden Briscoe
Ross & Petty Campbell

Tom & Brenda Carlson




Tim & Karen Catlin

James & Kirsten Clarke

John & Brideen Connolly

Anna Cronin

Juliet Dankmeyer

Roxana Del Carlo

Zuling Deng & Ye Li

Sanjay & Jacqueline Devgan
Jeff & Rochelle Diodati

Yao Du & Jiawen Zhang
Barbara Engler

Joyce Fernandez & Ron Eicher

Amy & Enrique Figueroa
Tom & Madalyn Fitzpatrick
John & Mary Folsom

Robert Fucilla & Patricia Georges
Hartmut Koeppen & Alexandra Gillen
Debbie & Mike Harrison
David & Ann Hayashi

Peter & Lucy Heller

Philip & Diane Hertz

Ken & Patty Howarth

Robert Howie & Brenda Hally
Luis & Kathi Inglesias

Tait Kirkham & Roxanne Ivory
Stanley & Yvette Jonsson
Joanne & Richard Jordan

Vijay Kanal & Amreen Husain
Roger & Sally Krakow

Alice Kubler

Lynnie & Larry Laks

William & Kathryn Last
Stewart Lin & Victoria Pao
Lester Liu & Jane Kang
James Lynch & Connie Larios
Roger & Rosemary Posch

Al & Miek McCubbin

Fred McDaniel & Liz Rieke
Greg & Heather Melvin

Mark & Erikka Molumphy
Frans Op den Kamp

Uptal & Sejal Patel

James & Kathleen Paver

Rodney & Vicky Prezeau

Gordon Tong & Stella Wong
Yuchang

John Wang

John & Mary Ward

Paul & Eugenia Watermulder
Margaret Wieland

Jim & Nancy Whelan

William & Barbara White

Andrea & Donald Willett
Mary Wong

Park Supporters
Jake & Shelley Adger
Laura & Inger Agorio
John & Linda Andreini
Bob & Patricia Blee
Elizabeth Coonan
Allen Cowley
Mary Diepenbrock
Diane Elcan
Maura Gegenwarth
Steven Green & Nancy Crooks
Terrence & Lisa Hazelwood
Timothy & Aubrey Kendall
Siuling Ku
Suzanne Gibbs
Sharon Marson
Allan & Carolyn McCune
McLain Family
Jean McLaughlin
Alan & Linda Merrifield Murthy
Nukala & Sunita Parbhu
Patricia Pepper
Maria Romano
Alison & Ken Ross
Michael & Alexandra Strambi
Henry & Jeanette Stumpf
Hugh & JudyTuck

Tree fund Donors 2021

Park Conservators

Vincent & Jean Anicetti 2,500
Joe Matt & Hillary Chen 2,500
Stephanie & D'Arcy Roche 2,500
Don & Linda Bogue 1,000
Laura Bryant 1,000
Steve & Patricia Carlson 2,000

Alexander & Heather Doll 1,000

Andrea & Steve Dover 1,000
Meg & Marc Galletti 1,000
Michael McCook &Vicki

McWilliams 1,000
Lane & Scott Poms 1,000
Dan & Zoe Scheinman 2,000

Martin & Susan Partlan 1,000

If you donated and we missed
your name—our apologies.
Please email us to correct, at
board @sanmateopark.org

‘Yuchang John Wang 1,000
Bill & Elaine Yang 1,000
Friends of the Tree Fund
[an & Anne Benham

John Schulz & Barbara Eisenhauer
Connie Sevier

Dakley Hewitt & Alice Morison

Alicia Woodfall-Jones & Stephen Jones
Steven & Linda Monosson

Melchior Thompson & Nell Lee Stinson-

Thompson
Todd Kim & Tracy Chiao

Gary & Nancy Steele

Nathaniel & Margarita Chichioco
Don & Flo Kristofferson

John Pinion & Penny Thomas-Pinion
Cathy & Jack Stanghellini

Michael & Regina Steele

Eleanor Yuen

Todd & Linda Zucker

Jeffie Feakins

Stanley & Yvette Jonsson

Richard & Judith Kell

Clifford & Penny Kupperberg
Michael McCook & Vicki McWilliams
Laura Winfrey & Doug Grigsby

Betty Bernstein

Ronald & Marilyn Chiappari

Al & Miek McCubbin

Maria Romano
Maria Romano

Tom & Joanne Stodgel

Diane Elcan

Terrence & Lisa Hazelwood

Meik & Al McCubbin
Fred McDaniel & Liz Rieke




I Comments/Suggestions - email us at board@sanmateopark.org or mail in your comments below:

Accessory Dwelling Unit update

Reflecting this neighborhood’s long-term concern
with privacy and overly dense development that
would jeopardize the character of The Park, SMPNA
requested, for our unique R1A zoning area, that the
Council retain and not expand the State’s allowances
for ADU development. This is part of a statement
made to that end:

“Separately adapting ADU development terms for The
Park’s R1A zoning code -- which applies to just one
neighborhood with a cohesive character throughout --
should not be problematic. [Code for R1B and R1C
areas similarly could be tailored to reflect those com-
munities’ interests.] Yes, under the new district elec-
tion system, Councilors who do not represent The
Park’s district will have no direct electoral accounta-
bility to this neighborhood. Why should you care for
our interests?

r
1 Oldest house quiz match them if you can to
: when you think the house was built

)
: 1897 House #1
: 1899 House #2
: 1900 / House #3
)
11900 House #4
)
: 1902 House #5

: Correct answers on page 4

| Scamp\®

SAN MATEO PARK 2022 DUES & CONTRIBUTIONS

“On the other hand, Council members who will repre-
sent other districts will be unaffected by this accom-
modation. Surely the principle that different areas of
the City with different interests should have direct
representation on Council was enacted to strengthen
the voice of neighborhoods. This reconfiguration of
Council should make it civic routine to accommodate
a reasonable neighborhood request such as ours. It
would have little to no import for others and is easily
handled within existing zoning code. So the better
question is, why not?”

Unfortunately, the San Mateo City Council did not
take up SMPNA'’s request to consider R1A zoning.
What the Council did provide is an opportunity for
neighbor input and Planning Department review
where development plans envision a maximum height
ADU. We can hope that the value placed on neighbor-
liness among The Park’s residents carries the day as
these developments play out. For complete ordinance

regulation go to www.cityofsanmateo.org

House #5
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Click the direct link at: www.sanmateopark.org/contribute for PayPal. Prefer a check? Please fill out the form below and

mail check payable to SMPNA to: San Mateo Park Neighborhood Assn., P.O Box 1271, San Mateo, CA 94401

DMV name and address on address label (reverse) are correct. Or, please indicate any changes below:

Name (s):

Street Address:

Phone:

Email (s):

First, please send us annual membership dues. Able to help more this year? Consider our Tree Fund.

{

7
7
L

DSZDO MclLaren Patron DSIDU Mclaren

ANNUAL DONATION LEVEL (check one)
DSSO Supporter

TREE FUND (check one)

[Jss,000 [J$2,500 [$1,000 [Jother

All dues are voluntary and are not a condition of membership. Contributions, dues and Tree Fund, are tax deductible (Fed EIN 56-
2631949) and are credited for recognition in the calendar year received. Thank you in advance for your generosity!

If your address label on reverse of this page is incorrect, please mail or email us a correction



San Mateo Park is a neighborhood with a unique and evocative history, with a colorful collection of confirmed and

unconfirmed stories gathered over the years, and with an evolving community that is part of a diverse and growing

San Mateo. Now that our neighborhood is no longer protected under the R1A zoning and may be subject to increased

development through ADUs and lot splitting, what more can we do to preserve and celebrate San Mateo Park?
- Do you live in an historic home with a fascinating or important past? Would you be willing to share your home's history with others

in the neighborhood?

- Do you have a passion for history? Would you enjoy researching Park history and people?
- What are your thoughts on exploring the possibility of designating San Mateo Park as a historic district? Would you be interested in

Do you have other ideas? We want to hear from you! Email at board @sanmateopark.org. We're listening!
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEME
T0 PURCHASERS OF LOTS IN

PREMIUMS FOR  With the view of promoting and esssting the early construction of attractive o
HOME BUILDERS Mateo Park, we have been authorized to distribute the sum of 000 Thousad
Dollars to the owners of the three most atrativ places completed before July 1, 1904:

SUBDIVISION No. I, SAN MAT,Eo_ PARK

Auction flyer 1902

WITHOUT RESERVE

Saturday, May 10, 1902, at 1.30 P.M.

AT LIBRARY HALL, OPPOSITE SAN MIATEO DEPOT

-eickenmoc VILLA LOTS

Averaging about ano acre each, constituting Subdivision No. 1, of

SAN MATEO PARK

POPULAR EXG!

s AUCTIONEERS
10 Montgomery Street, San Francisco |
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