
 

In this issue of our Spring newsletter we highlight several is-
sues with potential to impact The Park. A clear trend is 
emerging to limit (to end?) the controls California cities have 
over local zoning — shifting housing and cell tower decision 
making to Sacramento and away from our local leaders. Po-
tential threats that will permanently change the character of 
The Park are two key issues we explore herein. We hope that 
you will take this information, explore these issues, form your 
own opinion and speak up! See page 4 to learn more. 

It’s time for some hard truths. For several years we have tried 
to recruit new Board members for the neighborhood associa-
tion. With a couple of promising exceptions, the response 
from our friends and neighbors has been… well, “muted”. So 
here are some facts you need to be aware of: 
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FROM THE BOARD 

 

The Honorable Jerry Hill was President of the San Mateo Park 
Association, then served on City Council and as Mayor for City 
of San Mateo. He later became State Assembly, then State 
Senator (Sunnyvale to Brisbane) for two terms, retiring in 
2020. Below are excerpts of a recent interview Margaret Miley 
and Dave Pearson had with Jerry: 

Jerry, your first involvement with politics started with San 
Mateo Park in the mid 80’s, right? 

I became neighborhood association President because, frankly, 
no one else wanted to. These were times of great community 
building activities:  work parties to plant trees, maintain is-
lands, neighborhood gatherings, getting people involved. 

San Mateo Park was being threatened by some City zoning 
changes regarding flag lots that could dramatically change the 
character of the Park. We worked with the City, explored alter-
natives, and truly galvanized our neighborhood to speak with 
one voice.   

We helped council recognize that sometimes in trying to be 
fair, having everything exactly the same actually harms the 
city. And listening, to understand motivations and goals, was 
key to our success. 

How did you make the step to City Council and other elected 
positions? 

My interactions with the city on issues facing San Mateo Park 
made me realize that I could be effective in dealing with other 
political organizations.  

PARK NEIGHBOR SPOTLIGHT:  JERRY HILL 

(continued on page 3) 



STATE OF THE ISLANDS 
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Child’s delight, gardener’s fright 



JERRY HILL  (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

My remaining years in public service 
followed similar patterns. Key was hav-
ing a relationship to community.  

I like to say that understanding a com-
munity and effectively communicating 
its needs while also understanding the 
political forces was key to my entire ca-
reer. I’ve said: All I Really Need to Know 
I Learned in Kindergarten from San 
Mateo Park Association. Listening to 
people, focusing on solutions, not laws, 
understanding underlying motivations, 
building momentum, getting buy-in. My 
career in politics was based on the fundamental les-
sons I learned representing San Mateo Park. Always 
stay close to your community.   

Isn’t San Mateo Park too unique to thrive in a high-
er density, growing population in the state? 

San Mateo Park is indeed a unique special place. The 
trees, the islands, the walkability, the crazy street 
layout.  Great for walking, bike riding, meeting neigh-
bors. The Park is also economically unique: our 
homes are more expensive than any other areas of 
San Mateo. 

I was against Senate Bill SB50 last year since it forced 
changes in how local communities would be gov-
erned as if “one size fits all”.  Any exclusivity we have 
is due to the cost of our homes.  One size does not fit 
all. We are a gem that should be maintained. 

Years ago, we fought against some city planning 
guidelines because our neighborhood is one where 
you look out your windows and see trees and gar-
dens, not stucco.     

We need to preserve that while not acting as if we 
are entitled. San Mateo Park is so unique, it should be 
available for future generations. Once you give it up, 
it’s gone. Clearly, there is need for more housing 
throughout our region, and there will be pressures to 
have every part of every city “do their share”.  But 
some places are so special they should be preserved 
for that very specialness, for current residents and 
future generations.   

Cities can provide additional 
housing without destroying the 
uniqueness of individual neigh-
borhoods.   

What can be done on these 
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issues? What should our neighborhood do? 

There are many issues in politics where coming to a 
workable solution is thwarted by the desire to turn 
those approaches into legislation. Legislation often 
forces “equal sharing” when in fact, a desirable out-
come could be achieved by fully understanding what 
different localities need and want and creating mo-
mentum toward achieving that, with or without legis-
lation. 

Neighbors should talk to their neighbors on the issues 
on the table and see how their views line up. 

And get involved with the San Mateo Park Neighbor-
hood Association. You might be pleasantly surprised 
with where it leads you. I can speak to that…                                                           

Last Question: now that you are out of public office, 
have you found other passions? 

I still have some continuing projects and involvements 
that can help our communities that I’ll stick with. 

But mostly, while we plan to continue to live in San 
Mateo park, we now can spend more time with our 
granddaughters in the East Bay.  That’s now our high-
est priority as well as the most fun! 

Jerry—we are so grateful for your many years of ser-
vice to The Park, to the City, to the Peninsula and to 
the State. Thank you! 
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Park resident, former Mayor and former State Senator Jerry Hill 

 

Community connectedness is not just about warm fuzzy tales of civic triumph. In 
measurable and well-documented ways, social capital makes an enormous differ-
ence in our lives…  Social capital makes us smarter, healthier, safer, richer, and 
better able to govern a just and stable democracy. 

Robert D. Putnam 
Political Scientist, Professor of Public Policy at Harvard University  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University


Sen. Scott Weiner 

 

Related bills moving in the state legislature include: 

AB1322  Sponsor:  Rivas    

SB 6  Sponsors:  Sens. Caballero, Atkins, Weiner   

SB478  Sponsor:   Sen. Weiner   

 
For more info (clickable links on our website):  

https://www.livablecalifornia.org 
https://www.caleelecteds.org 
https://betterwayca.org 
https://peninsulaforeveryone.org/  

 

Here’s how you can reach our local representatives: 
 

State Senator Josh Becker    https://sd13.senate.ca.gov/   

1526 South El Camino Real, Suite 303, San Mateo, CA 

94402; (650) 212-3313 
 

Assemblyman Kevin Mullin    https://a22.asmdc.org/   

1528 South El Camino Real, Suite 302, San Mateo, CA 

94402; (650) 349-2200 

WANT TEN APARTMENT UNITS NEXT DOOR IN THE PARK? 
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https://www.livablecalifornia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/LC-Oppose-SB-9-as-Amended-4_5_21-Final-4_9_21.pdf
https://www.livablecalifornia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/LC-Oppose-SB-9-as-Amended-4_5_21-Final-4_9_21.pdf
https://www.livablecalifornia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/LC-Oppose-SB-9-as-Amended-4_5_21-Final-4_9_21.pdf
https://www.livablecalifornia.org/livable-california-housing-background/
https://www.caleelecteds.org/issues/
https://betterwayca.org/
https://peninsulaforeveryone.org/
https://sd13.senate.ca.gov/
https://a22.asmdc.org/


SMALL CELL TOWERS UPDATE 
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Cliff Robbins, Barroilhet Ave. 
Commissioner, Sustainability and Infrastructure Committee 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Rendering of a 

proposed 5G small 

cell tower 



  

McLaren Park Patrons 

Theresa & Peter Aiello 
Rakhi & Ganesh Bell 
Anne & Ian Benham 
Virginia Blahut 
Bruce Blumberg & Carol Murphy 
David & Kimberly Bottoms 
Marilee Brooks & Greg Beall 
Laura Bryant 
Jim & Tish Busselle 
Steve & Patty Carlson 
Paul & Janet Chapman 
Chih Wen & Sheryl Li 
Michael & Carol Cohen 
Zuling Deng & Ye Li 
Alexander & Heather Doll 
Greg Dorn & Ken Wanzer 
Andrea & Stephen Dover 
Barbara Engler 
Jeffie W. Feakins  
Robert & Patricia Frates  
Glendon & Gayle French 
John and Linda Gemello 
Bob & Barbara Gilmartin 
Martha & Mark Greenough 
Sergei & Marina Gryaznov 
Jeff & Caron Heimbuck 
Jerry & Sky Hill 
Bruce & Pat Hraba 
Isaacs-Mailliard Family 
Suzanne Juptner & Mark Frappier 
Bill & Susan Kenney 
Todd Kim & Tracy Chiao 
Roger & Sally Krakow 
Flo & Don Kristofferson 
Alice Kubler & Joerg Michelfelder  
Clifford & Penny Kupperberg 
Lynnie & Larry Laks 
Kathryn Last 
David Long & Rue Richey 
Mark & Caroline Lowpensky 
Macy Family 
Joe Matt & Hillary Chen 
Steve & Patty Mayer 
Al & Miek McCubbin 
Peter & Virginia McIsaac 
Stuart & Meg McLaughlin  
Scott & Lee Manus-McNutt 
John & Amalia Mendez 
Julie Montanari & Dave Pearson 
Stephen & Catherine Nessier 
Saswati Paul and Nathan Krishnan 
Kathleen Paver 
Pizzi Family  
Steve & Patty Porter 
Dave Pritchard 
James & Anita Reimann 
Stephanie & D'Arcy Roche 
Maria Romano 
Joseph & Susan Ryan 
Dan & Zoe Scheinman 

McLaren Members 

Horst & Mary Adam  
Thomas Ames 
Modell Marlow Anderson 
Don & Louise Arata  
Bob & Alison Baumann 
Judy & Roland Bianchi 
Ron & Elaina Bland 
Patricia & Robert Blee 
Robert & Patricia 
Don & Linda Bogue  
Alden & Marianne Briscoe 
Paul & Anne Carella 
Tom & Brenda Carlson 
Anna Cronin 
Lois Crotty 
McLaren Members  
Bruce & Carla Dannels 
Roxana Del Carlo 
Ron & Joyce Eicher 
Diane Elcan 
John & Mary Folsom 
Nancy Frank 
Michael Gehrke 
H. Koeppen & Alexandra Gillen 
Sally Puccini & Rick Gostyla  
Linda & Leo Gotelli 
Debbie & Michael Harrison 
Meg & Mike Horrigan 
Ken & Patty Howarth 
Luis & Kathi Iglesias 
Lester Liu & Jane Kang 
Peter Karp & Ida Sims 
Charles & Elladene Katz 
Judith & Richard Kell 
Tammy & Tom Kiely 
Aleks and Heather Krumins 
Amy Laughlin 
Nancy Martin 
Fred McDaniel & Liz Rieke 

Park Supporters 

Nancy Baleix 
Betty Bernstein 
Karen Catlan  
Ron & Marilyn Chiappari 
Ken & Karen Ditty 
Pierre Dupont 
Susan Ebert 
Enrique & Amy Figueroa 
Robert Fucilla & Patricia Georges 
Darren Gold 
Terrence & Lisa Stern-hazelwood 
Thomas Heaton 
Jacqueline James 
Craig & Jennifer Jory 
Marilyn Kimura 
Joe & Donna Lanam  
Connie Larios & James Lynch 
Linda & Alan Merrifield 
Mark & Joanna Penner 
Linda & Michael Podolsky 
Cliff Robbins & Margie Shafer 
Ruth Larsen Scammon 
Robert & Lisa Stanton 
Tom & Joanne Stodgel 
Henry & Jeanette Stumpf 
Martin & Susan Partlan 
Ann and Philip Vogel 
Helen Wagner 
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These donors generously contributed dues in calendar year 2020: 

John Schulz & Barbara Eisenhauer 
Douglas & Lee Shult 
Cynthia Smith 
Doug & Judy Sobolik 
Allen Soong 
Robert & Kristi Spence 
Cathy & Jack Stanghellini 
Catherine Stannard-Stockton 
Ron & Faye Star 
Michael & Regina Steele 
Nancy & Gary Steele 
Daniel & Julie Switky  
David & Nicole Tateosian 
Melchior & Nell Lee Thompson 
Brad & Lynn Tuthill 
Bob Whitehill 
Laura Winfrey & Doug Grigsby 
William & Elaine Yang 
Eleanor & Steven Yuen 

Park Conservators 

$1000+ 
 

Dan Scheinman    
William Yang   
Joe Matt & Hilary Chen  
Porter Family Fdn. (Steve & Patty) 
Bill & Susan Kenney  
Steve & Patty Carlson  
Rakhi & Ganesh Bell  
Stuart & Meg McLaughlin 
James Reinman 

Friends of the Tree Fund 
<$500 

 

Cassie & Harry Sharp 
Al & Miek McCubbin 
Scott & Lee Manus-McNutt 
Robert & Kristi Spence 
Virginia Blahut 
Melchior & Nell Lee Thompson 
Daniel & Julie Switky 
Glendon & Gayle French 
Alice Kubler & Joerg Michelfelder 
Ken & Patty Howarth 
Cathy & Jack Stanghellini 
Todd Kim & Tracy Chiao  
Roger & Sally Krakow 
Virginia & Peter McIsaac 
Susan Ebert 
Cheryl Zuffi 
Frances Newman 
Steve & Patty Mayer 
Joseph & Susan Ryan 
Michael Steele  
Barbara Toy 
Bruce & Carla Daniels 
Tom & Joanne Stodgel 
Joe & Donna Lanam 
Laura Winfrey & Doug Grigsby 
Maria Romano 
Diane Eclan 
John & Amelia Mendez 
David & Kimberly Bottoms 
John & Barbara Schulz  
Eleanor Yuen  

Friends of the Tree Fund 
$500 - $999 

 

Nancy & Gary Steele 
Anne & Ian Benham 

Andrea & Tim O'riordan  
Kerry Persen 
Michael & Lidia Petersen 
Rodney & Vicky Prezeau 
Joanne Quan & Mark Jaremko 
Frank & Christine Regan 
Ray & Cindy Reinertson 
Angela & Donna Romano 
Cassie & Harry Sharp 
Al & Irene Stock 
David & Isabel Villongco 
John & Mary Anne Ward 
Paul & Eugenia Watermulder 
Howard & Margaret Weiland  
Sheryl Li and Chihpo Wen 
William & Barbara Whitx`e  
Megan & Joseph Winters  

Thank you to all! 

Tree Fund donors: 



  

Click the direct link at: www.sanmateopark.org/contribute for PayPal. Prefer a check? Please fill out the form below and 
mail check payable to SMPNA to: San Mateo Park Neighborhood Assn., P.O Box 1271, San Mateo, CA 94401  

□My name and address on address label (reverse) are correct. Or, please indicate any changes below: 
 

Name (s): _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:__________________________________________________  Phone:__________________________ 

Email (s): _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

□$200 McLaren Patron     □$100 McLaren       □$50 Supporter         □$5,000    □$2,500    □$1,000   □Other 
 
 

All dues are voluntary and are not a condition of membership. Contributions, dues and Tree Fund, are tax deductible (Fed EIN 56-
2631949) and are credited for recognition in the calendar year received. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

Comments/Suggestions - email us at board@sanmateopark.org or mail in your comments below: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If your address label on reverse of this page is incorrect, please mail or email us a correction 

SAN MATEO PARK 2021 DUES & CONTRIBUTIONS 

ANNUAL DONATION LEVEL (check one) 

FROM THE BOARD 

• Several of our Board members have served 
for over 20 years, most are retired and no 
longer have children living at home.  

• A few of us are considering leaving the 
Board. With those departures we may be 
forced to use your donations to pay for 
bookkeeping and data management; some-
thing we have been loathe to do in the past. 
We run a tight ship around here. 

• It would be ideal to have some new mem-
bers with fresh ideas and who share our love 

for and have a willingness to serve The Park. 
It takes just a couple of hours each month to 
sort through the issues and press to keep our 
neighborhood safe and beautiful.  

Each of your current Board members has found 
this neighborhood work to be rewarding and 
meaningful. So for now, things will stay as they 
are. The future, however, is uncertain.   

Hope you’ll join us to steer The Park for its next 
120 years. Who knows? You could find yourself 
becoming our next Mayor and/or our State Sen-
ator. It wouldn’t be the first time. 

Sincerely, 

Your Volunteer SMPNA Board 

TREE FUND (check one) 

First, please send us annual membership dues.  Able to help more this year? Consider our Tree Fund. 

(continued from page 1) 

Dave Pearson, David Long, Linda Bogue,  
Virginia McIssacs, Margaret Miley 

http://www.sanmateopark.org/contribute


Thank you to our generous residents who support the efforts of the SMPNA! 

PAEAN TO THE PARK 
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Covid stay-at-home restrictions gave each of us a deeper 
appreciation for living in The Park. 
Though we are urban dwellers, we 
had the good fortune to get out in 
nature throughout our confine-
ment. 

Research increasingly validates that 
close encounters with nature im-
prove human mental and physical 
wellbeing.  And we can parse that: 
birdsong is proven to lift our mood 
and general wellbeing; hospital pa-
tients who can look out a window 
at a tree recover faster, and so on. 

Large trees -- which are The Park’s 
foundational element as well as its 
defining characteristic -- anchor 
nature’s benefits for humans and 
the environment. They provide hab-
itat for those avian songsters and 
other creatures, cooling shade, 
buffer against pollutants, etc.  

The City of San Mateo is not one-size-fits-all but a woven 
tapestry of varied neighborhoods.  
As Jerry Hill remarks in these pages, 
The Park is truly special: its festive 
founding – via auction of lots here – 
is entwined in the storied history of 
the City.  It houses an architectural 
legacy (Sears catalogue, Maybeck, 
and Julia Morgan homes, among 
others) and a notably green herit-
age courtesy of Northern Califor-
nia’s most famous landscaper, John 
McLaren. 

As San Mateo looks for the means 
and the places to increase housing 
density, surely there is reason to 
cherish backyards (and front ones) 
that preserve space for trees, birds 
and all that nature contributes to 
human wellbeing.  These magic 
spaces are built over at great cost 
and, once gone, are irretrievable.  

Creative local 1st grader, Jonny Gerster’s thatch hideout on Occidental Ave. 

PO Box 1271 
San Mateo, CA 94402 
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